
 

 

 

 

Guidance on Hedgehog Highway placement 
 

Hedgehog Highway Considerations: 

 Hedgehog Highway gaps should be 13x13cm. 

 Highways should connect gardens to neighbouring gardens as well as to the wider landscape 

at the ends of blocks. 

 Access from front to back gardens is also important. 

 Ensure hedgehogs can access any green spaces within the development. 

 Consider the overall connectedness of the surrounding area. 

 Consider the suitability of the surrounding landscape for example, gardens linking to areas of 

danger such as busy roads do not require a Hedgehog Highway. 

 For a straight street layout as below, there should be at least one highway hole between 

each garden (green dots) and intermittent access out to neighbouring land or gardens (blue 

dots). 

 

 
 

 For more circular or more complex layouts, hedgehogs should be able to access the block 

and move around between gardens. Red dots below show Hedgehog Highways which are 

essential for connectivity, and the green dots are supplementary to improve existing 

connections. 

 

 
 

Additional considerations for sites: 

 Any open bodies of water or SuDS should have sloped sides or specially installed ramps, in 

order to protect hedgehogs from falling in and getting stuck. 

 Additionally, you may wish to consider installing hedgehog houses in sheltered areas. More 

info here: https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/hedgehog-homes/. 

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/hedgehog-homes/


 

 

 

Marking Hedgehog Highways 

Hedgehog Highways can be marked with specially made signs, shown below, which are made from 

recycled plastic. Signs can be purchased for £3 each, or £2 each for orders over 50. Please email 

hedgehogs@ptes.org for a quote. 

 

 

 

Additional resources: 

 Hedgehogs and development guidance: https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/free-guide-for-

developers/ 

 Hedgehog Highway general advice: https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/link-

your-garden/ 

 Hedgehog-friendly fencing and gravel boards: https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehog-

friendly-fencing/ 

 

For any additional questions or for marked site plans to be checked, please email 

hedgehogs@ptes.org.  
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